I intend to approach the topic of  “Spirituality in Tenrikyo” from a point of view that emphasizes the importance of pondering as it appears in the step by step order of the Path. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush teaches:

If you are sincere in desiring this path to be,

Ponder over everything from your innermost heart.

I would guess that anyone attending the Tenri Forum is sincere in desiring this path, the path of universal single-hearted salvation, to be. What isn’t so clear, or so I am often told, is what it means to ponder everything from our innermost heart.

· We can look up the meaning of ponder in a dictionary. It means to think about something seriously and deeply. 

· Innermost heart is a little trickier. In the poems it serves to inform us that we are seeking is to be found in the depths of our own mind and nowhere else. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush hastens us to:

Quickly, try the pondering and then hasten.

Why are you not preparing to dig up the root?

Certainly we can see from this poem that we are intended to get to the bottom of things. We are hastened to dig up the truth of both our self and the universe. 

· It may be that we do not have much experience with pondering deeply and investigating the depths of our own mind. We may wonder where or how to start. 

· Well, the poems collected as The Tip of the Writing Brush provide ample examples that we can begin with and work from. 

Let’s take a moment and explore one example – the settling of which – leads surely and quickly to single-hearted salvation. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush  teaches us that: 

This universe is the body of God.

And it instructs us to:

Ponder this in all matters.

And further we are instructed: 

All human bodies are things lent by God. 

And we are asked to answer a question in regards to that:

With what thought are you using them? 

So starting right now let’s do that. Let’s view every matter from the deeply considered point of view that this universe is the body of God and of course we want to add our own body in with that and in so saying answer the question that the thought with which we are using this bodies is that there are ours and are understood to be pretty much separate from the rest of the universe. 

How important is it that we play with, settle and understand this assertion that the whole universe is the body of God and that that includes these bodies that we borrow? 

The Tip of the Writing Brush informs us: 

So long as you remain unknowing that the body is 

A thing borrowed, you can understand nothing at all. 

· This then is very important. Indeed it is the fundamental teaching!

Certainly we can see that if we are successful in pondering the truth that this universe is the body of God in all matters, that truth will rapidly become understood. That is it will replace the current foundation of our mind, (which is currently centered on an understanding that the body is ours and separate) with a new foundation of thinking and reasoning that is grounded in the understanding that everything is God, and what God says and does.

 Metaphorically, if the self-centered imagination, that little voice inside of our head, is the Moon and the truth of origin at the root and core of our mind is the Sun, then the point of view that takes in the truth of any and everything is Moonsun. Please take a moment now, today and identify in your own mind both your imagination and the light which illuminates it, and ponder what you find deeply and sincerely. 

In The Tip Of The Writing Brush we are encouraged:

However difficult it may be,

see the truth through your own mind!

As mentioned, the poems collected as The Tip of The Writing Brush contain seventeen different and complete sets of instructions for how to return the mind to its origin and realize single-hearted salvation. Though each of the Books is different from the others   all of the Books conform to single model and a single path of universal single-hearted salvation. 

In general though all of the books give directions for realizing single-hearted salvation their content mostly deals with the difficulty that the self-centered imagination has in allowing the truth of origin to be realized. 

· If perhaps we are not quite settled in the knowledge and understanding of the truth of origin or if perhaps we would like to get the benefit of fifty years of experience in helping others to return to the origin by all means, then we may wish to go deeper into the Model to find out why we are not yet finished and what we can do about it. 

While we continue to ponder that this universe is the body of God, let’s exercise that point of view as we look at some general categories of problems that have been Modeled as responses to the difficulty that the self-centered imagination has when exposed to the teaching of the truth of origin.  

· First: Concerning minds that wish to hear and are able to follow the reason of heaven but still find it difficult to remain settled. 

· In that case, the knowledge of the origin is there but the settled understanding is not.

· The state of  that person’s mind alternating between clear and turbid, settled and tumbling off along self-centered lines of thought, these minds know what to do and why to do it, yet still have difficulty staying settled so that the truth might be both realized and settled or understood. 

The Tip of The Writing Brush defines the problem: 

Ponder this: no matter how clear the water may be, 

if you put mud into it, it will become turbid. 

· Still, we should not be discouraged. Knowing the path to the truth of origin is better than not knowing the path to the truth of origin. Even if at present it is not understood. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush encourages us: 

When this path is seen even a little, 

all the minds in the world will become spirited. 

Second: Concerning minds that wish to hear but do not as yet understand and as a result of their misunderstanding are sincere in their efforts to attach worldly common meanings to the teachings of the reason of heaven. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush defines the problem:

Unaware of this, even those close to Me 

think My words to be worldly common. 

I shall begin to tell you about this origin clearly, 

But I cannot tell it as long as you think in common worldly ways.

If your sincerity does not accord with the mind of God,

in vain is devotion, however great it may be. 

Third: Concerning minds that have yet to hear the teachings of the reason of heaven. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush is very understanding: 

Looking all over the world and through all ages,

I find no one who has understood My heart. 

So should it be, for I have never taught it to you.

This is good news. We are not blamed for not knowing. Our Parent of takes responsibility for our condition. And rightfully so. 

Fourth: Concerning minds that do not wish to hear the reason of heaven and are passive in their rejection of it. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush defines the problem: 

The thought that all is well, if the present is well for the self alone,

is entirely mistaken. 

However broad a path you may have set out on, 

you do not see the narrow path that is in your future. 

Just a quick word about the metaphors “broad path” and “narrow path”. 

· The “broad path” is the one that we are doing right now. We are pondering from our innermost hearts the truth that this universe is the body of God. We are doing this so that we can quickly know and understand the truth of origin and in so doing realize God’s free and unlimited working and the Joyous life. This is the direct main road. 

· The “narrow path” is a path of hardship. It is the path of misunderstanding. It is a path of hardship because it does not quickly lead to single-hearted salvation. It is a path of misunderstanding because God’s words are mixed with worldly common thoughts and interpretations. 

Fifth: Concerning minds that do not wish to hear the reason of heaven and would actually go so far as to actively try to suppress it. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush expresses regret at the workings of this mind: 

Despite this, it was taken away by My children

Who know nothing. Behold My regret!

· The regret of the Parent is the bound and limited working of the human self-centered imagination, functioning as it does, from a foundation of reasoning that lacks knowledge of the truth of origin.

Interestingly enough the solution to all of these problems and obstacles is the same in all circumstances. 

· For the truth of origin to be known and understood the obstacle that is the self-centered imagination – (that little voice in our head, dust, God’s regret) must be removed or settled. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush teaches us:  

When this dust is completely swept away, 

nothing will remain but universal salvation.

How then to proceed with the removal of the dust – the self-centered imagination – that is the question.

· The work or effort required to remove or settle the self-centered imagination from one’s own mind, or to help others to do the same is called the “performance of the service”.

· When one’s own mind awakens to the knowledge and understanding of the truth of origin and by extension when all minds in the world awaken to the truth of origin, that is called the “completion of the service”. 

The Tip of the Writing Brush informs us: 

I began this work because I desire to teach marvelous salvation by all means. 

Over a period of fifty years God the Parent modeled several different services for us to learn from. Though the services are all different, they all have some common fundamental elements.

· First: They are all designed with a single intention. The intention that their sincere performance result in single-heartedness with God through the settling and removal of the self-centered imagination. 

· Second: They are all designed to be appropriate for a mind or minds in a particular time and place and level of spiritual maturity. 

· Third: They are all designed to attract a mind or minds to their performance. 

· Fourth: They are designed to work quickly when sincerely and correctly performed. 

· Fifth: They are designed to be easy to learn.

· Sixth: They are designed to reflect the joy of living. Their performance is meant to be enjoyable. 

From The 3rd Shinbashira :
Let it suffice to say that careful reflection will reveal that performing the Service is “service to God the Parent,” and spreading the intention of God is “service to all humankind.” 
How then is universal single-hearted salvation going to be realized? When we ponder the Model in what we call the “stories of creation” we can clearly see that God works in the universe through instruments and even now is gathering and training instruments to be used for the recreation of the world as the world of ‘joyous life.”

Assuming that we are to be those instruments. How do we proceed from here?

I suggest that Unity of Mind is the key to knowing what to do:

· The phrase “unity of mind” can be understood and realized in three ways: In the first sense, it refers to a mind that is one with God’s mind. 

· In the second sense, it refers to a mind that is one with God’s intention to realize universal single-hearted salvation for all human beings equally. That is a mind that thoroughly understands what we call “the divine model of Parent love”. 

· In the third sense it refers to shared worldly common self-centered beliefs. 

The third Shinbashira instructs us and asks us to ponder and understand the following: 

If we can grasp the true meaning of the parental love shown in the Divine Model, we shall then see things we had not been able to see before, we shall understand things we were not able to understand before, we shall be joyful over things that gave us no joy before, and we shall be infused with high spirits we had not known before. A new path of single-hearted salvation will surely be opened before us. Because this is the path to save all mankind set by Oyasama, it is reasonable that She will bring the ideas by which to save all humankind into each of our minds at the appropriate time and place. This begins with our individual self-reflection and resolve. There are no restrictions as to the place or time. It is possible even at this place and at this moment. 

 Some things to talk about among ourselves: 

If you have borrowed something from another, you will need to pay interest. 

Return it quickly with a word of thanks.

Now, suppose that I want to borrow your car or your bicycle and you are gladly willing to lend it to me and do. At some point you may hear that I am have trouble with your car or bicycle and so say to me that I should quickly return it as you are able to take care of it though I am not. No problem says I, I have left it to you in my will!

This is an example of how the self-centered imagination innocently and more or less automatically attaches a worldly common understanding to God’s teaching. 

The human mind is a truth making machine. The reason of heaven recognizes that the self-centered imagination has the marvelous power to create truths and in most cases does not argue with worldly common self-centered truths. They are however an obstacle to the one truth of origin that is underneath them and so strictly as a necessity they must be removed in order for the truth of origin to be revealed. 

How does the Model of Parental Love work?

I do not discriminate among any of my children, ever. 

What is the significance of the “mind like clear water”.

Realize the truth by the words clear or muddy.

What does “by all means” mean. 

It is because I desire to make the truth of this world known by all means to the entire world. 

 In case anyone thinks this is too hard for adults.

From the 3rd Shinbashira

I think there are two possible ways to explain that “this universe is the body of God” and “all human bodies are things lent by god. “ One of them is explain it by placing God the Parent at the center of our thought, that is, to put the Sun and the Moon at the center  and human lives at the periphery and se how the former affects the latter. The other way to explain is to place human beings at the center of our thought, that is, to see how divine providence in human lives is extended to finally reach the providence of the Sun and the Moon. The first way of explaining this might be better for fourth to sixth graders while the latter will be better for the first to third graders. In either case, however, only when we gear our explanation for the listener will that person be satisfied with our explanation. 

Concerning the stories of creation:

We are gathered here so that God might consume and taste our minds to see if they are suitable instruments to be used in the recreation of the world of joyous life. 

We are gathered here so that God might confer with us to see if we are suitable instruments to be used in the recreation of the world of joyous life. 

Assuming that we are to be those instruments, what is God expecting us to do?

Concerning our own mind:

Hear – Ponder – Return – Replace

Hear – Sweep – Ponder – Return – Replace

Concerning other minds:

Attract – Hear – Ponder – Return – Replace

Attract – Hear – Sweep – Ponder – Return _ Replace

Concerning the human mind – how is a mind to be attracted back to the truth of origin?

According to the Model of Parental Love:

· By whatever means it takes. Usually understood as in ways appropriate for time place and level of spiritual maturity. 
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